Re . Ltey PO R P AEA

" Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/18 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600230317-5 W=

CLASSIFICATION " . - ‘

) CENiwAL INTELLTGENCE RGE REPORT 5OX1—HUM

- v " INFORMATION FROM :
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROARCASTS CD NO.

COUNTRY ) : R S DATE OF
e 7 INFORMATION 1947

;. SUBJECT  Ecememic ~ Agriculture : 3

i HOW DATE DIST.? Ty 2949
. "PUBLISHED Bimonthly periodical o

WHERE .
PUBESSHED Moscow NO. OF PAGES 11

.‘--oATe’S D y
L4SH Sep=Oot 1
PUBLS ep T SUPPLEMENT TO

- ‘LANGUAGE 'vasr : REPORT NO.

gl M'I.' ml!‘lllﬂbl M’Imi THE AATIONAL DErTNCS
gR{OF THT SMITED STALES WITMIN ‘TNE BEAMKE OF TSMONASL ACT 60

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

S_OURCE{'V ‘Planovoye Khorjaystvo, No 5, 1947, (FDB Per Abs 17632).

SOCTALIST REFORM OF AGRICULTURE IN THE USSR
AL LAl
A
Ye. Sellertinskaya

.. The socialist refurm of agrioulture in the USSR constituted the resolution
- of the must difficult historical problems of the sociallst revolutiun,

fhe holdings of large landowners, owners of factories, plants, banks, and
railroads wers all expropristed in the very first months following the October
viebixy., Iarge sooialist state enterpriaes, the sovkhozes or state farms, were
created in agriculture. Socialist collectivization of agrioultury and redirec-
tion of mmsll-scale commodity roduction onto the roed of socialism called for
new vays and methods &1 for 2 ceries of intermediate stages in their attain-
ment, The millions of small peasant holdings represented an ARy Quvoad il
vary dlosply and firmly rooted base of capitalism, Therefore, the coliectiviza-
tion of peasant holdings and the creation of a scoialized agriculture signified
Co ks doopeit Xkind of revolutionary upheaval equal in impartance and consequence
- to the revolutionkry seizure of power in 1917.

In pre-Bevolutionary Russis, the pewsants composed the overvhelming majority
2f the mntioa. Iven in 1988, a decadp efter the Revolution, they and small
s of consumer goods embraced three-quarters of the USSR®s population,

- The socialist refarm of agioulturs, therefore, .ffec*ud the widest fleld
: of lemn labar, touching the deep toundgtions of 1ife and the mode of existence

ofulqnactmple.

Yhe coursc pursued by the Sovist peasantry during the 30 years of Soviet
power has marked the rud of & historioal epooli. The yoasantry has risen from
& semifendal econory cf serfdom, from a most baokward sooial order, tv a soclal-
ist econaxy, the most advanced econcmic order,

The J#lkhoxr system has achieved decisive and irrevooadble victcary in the ocoun
try. Its strength and vitality was clearly demsastrated during World War II,
The strengthening and development of this system zra the necessary conditions for
furiber advance along the road to Communiem. .
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The agrarian order of Tsaript Fussla, aa i. well known, was distingulshed by
many fendsl survivals, the most weminent of which were the enormous latifundia
or landed estates. On thege large estates, especially on thoge in the central re.
glone of Rusala, various forms of serf-slave tenantry, payment in kind, share-
cropping, end "winter losns" {zimmiye nayemki) prevailed,

This agrarian relatimnship, which prevailed for the purpoge of jreserving
the enormous hersditary landholdir~s, was one of the primary reasons for the sco-
namis backwardness of pre-Revoluticaary Russia. Lenin has rointed out in his works
that the holders of large landed estates were the mainstay of both the economic
and the political backwardness of Russia.

Medieval servitude was intertwined with contemporary forms of capitalistic
exploitation, Along with the slow and gradual capitalistic evolution of landed
properties and their integration into a ‘capitalistic system, processes of strati.
fication in the pessantry were at work within the rural) capmmunities, The kulak
appeured in the country amd began the enslavement of the peasant-poér by utilizing
dodt~labar and other methods of oapitalistic expioitation of the rural laborers;
new olass antagcnisms emerged and developed within the cammmunities, The landless
peasantry marched on the road to fuevitsble destrustion, ruin, and impoverishment.

Ienin has pointed out that 10 milliocn peasant farme consisted of only 73
aillion desyatinas fone desyatina equals 2.7 acres] of land, while estates in the
hands of 28,000 ownera comprised 70 million desyatines. Another TO millior
desyatinas of land were in the hands of pessant bourgeoisie and capitalistic
landowners.

This was the basic economic background cf the develomment of the peasants!'
struggle for land, .

Thirty years ago, on the historic night of 7 November, the Second All-Russian
Congress of Soviets 1ssued a lard decree, according to viich land cwnership was
immediately abolished without compensation., All land became govermment property
and was given over to rural soviat (volost) and district soviet (uyczd) land com-
nittees for division among the peasanta.

The soolalist revolution completely destroyed all medieval reiationshipe
and 1liguidated the large landowner ciies. The peasantry was delivered from the
exploitation of tho estate system; 1%t received free use of more than 150 m11lion
desyatinas of estate, government, and monastery iand; and, it was relieved of
tenantry payments emounting to about 500 million gold rubles per year.

Witn the dsstruction of the principle of land ownership, the greatest obstacle
atanding in the way of the developwent of the productive strength not only of the
agrioultural dbut of the whole domestic economy of the nation, was eliminated. The
destruction o2 thy rrinciple of Irivate lard ownership smoothened the transition
to socialiem In agriculture; it liberated the petsant fram servile atteohment to
bis sorsp of land and Zacilitated the iransiticn from a arall-scale pease-t econ-
omy to a Jarge-scale collective ecoroay.

The Revolution dealt the capitalistic, kulak econmy & heavy hlow., By undera
mining the kulak a: 1 raising au appreciavle portion of the poor to tho level of
the peasant of average meanr, the peasantry became leveled or equallzed, The
poasant of average means became the central figure in agricultural affairs. Up
to ths Revolution, according to the data of the TsSU (Central Statistical Aimin-
istration), poor peasants accounted for 65 percent, middln peasants for 2C per..
cent, and kulaks for 15 percent of the whole pssant population; by 1928, the
mropartion of middle peasants hed been raised toe 6O percont, the number of poor
peasants reduced to 35 percent, aud kulaks to -5 percent.

Before the Revolution, landeld estates produced 600 millivn pud Ene pud
equals 36 pounds/ of grain, the kulaks 1,900 million pud, and the poor and middle
peasants 2,500 million pud, In 1926-1927, grain mroduction by poor and middle
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peasants hed Increased from 2.5 bdillicn to 4.1 bitlion pud, that produced by
kulsks had fallen to C17 million pud, These facts testify that the Revolution
benefited poor and middle peasants greatly and undermined the econcmlc strength
of the kulek system.

However, amall-ecale agricultural production was unavcidably doomed. Agri.
oulture; as it had existed mp o that tims, hed became hopelessly obaolete, for
a mmall-scale economy and private disposition of lsbor were incompatible with
modern mechanical techniques and with scientific organization of lebor end ro-
duction.

Unorgenized peagant labor was characterized by the use of primitive methods
and consequent low preductivity. Even in 1928, at the end of the recenstruction
period, 10 percent of the plowing for ewmer crops was still done with wooden
plove; three.quartere of the tilled plots were eown by hand, and more than half
of the grain was harvested with sickles and scythes. Communal land tenure, with
verious families working separate and ofien distant plots , wag the rule.

A naturel result of low labor productivity wes a relatively insignificant
smount: of surplus and, in twrn, an ineignificant rate of accumulation of surplus.
For the period 1926-1928, the average anmual incresse in industnial production
was 26 percent, but in sgriculture, for the szame period, it was only 2.6 percent,
Even after conclusion of agricultural reform, surplus supplies did not inoresse
because mmall-goale producers could not produce much more then they required for
their own needs,

The small-scaie peasant economy was thus characterizcd by low surplus pro-
Guction, Before the Revolution, 47 percent of grain marketed oams from the landed
estates, 3U4 percent from kulak holdings, and 19 percent from peasant lands. But
in 1926-1927, after reform, the share of the peasantry was only 1l percent of
grain marketed,

The presence of emall-scale peacant producers in a production system does
not unify but rather divides the system. In accordance with econumic law, amall-
soale production is disrupted and gradually excluded by larger scale production
grovwing up in its midst.

The Soriet Govermment actively intervened in tiw econamic processes taking
place in the country; it rendered all kinds of assistance to the poor, helping
to raise them to the level of the middle peasante; and the party and the govern-
ment carried out an energetic polioy of limitinz and repressing kulakiem, i.e.,
the capitalist element in the country. But as long As private ownership of the
r3ans of production remained the aconomio foundaiion of the peasant sconomy, the
natura) and bistoric tendency of the peasartry was preserved.

During the transitional period fror capitalism to soclaliem, when large-
goale soclalist industry in the city existed alongside amall-scale peamsant hold-’
ings in the country, the contraliction between the Aual hases in the nation.!
economy of the USSR covld not be reasclved,

-One bees was the lrrge-ansie soniulist industry, vhich was being developed
1a asourdanns 1tk the prinviple of expanding production and which was @roving
frum yoar ta yem'. The otl/: tase vas the small-gcale peasant esconomy, which was
not alvays capable even of maintaining normal production.

Ths industrializeiicn of the country drsw with each year an ever greater
portion of the population into industry, and the city became ever more dependent
on agrioultwal produots and rav mrierials. The countvy with 2ts small-ssale ro-
duction cystem wvas a6t abii to satisly this demand. Aiso, the continuing process
of paroelling out land to the peasants cut down on prodvction still more and
thereby added to the disparity betwsen city demand and courrtry supply.
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One base, large-scale socialist indusiry, destroyed capitalist elemonts; -
the other, emall-scale peasant agriculture, produced capitelist elements, How-
ever, Stalin has statu that as long ae large-scale production has not been es-
tablished in agriculture, as long as the amall peasant holdings have not been
united into large-scale collective Parme s the danger of a restoration of capital-
iem in the USSR isthe most real of all possible dangers.

- The paradox of the {wo bases in the national economy of the ULSk was to form
the sconamic background egainst which the class struggle in the transitional
perlod developed., The clomer the capitalistic elemente were brought to uttex
deatruction, the more furious and violent was theinr atruggle.

The struggle of the party against the counterrevolutionary Trotaskyite-
Zinovysvite bloc and agminst the capitalistic rightists was the idsologictl
expregaion of the class struggle in this period, The rightists’ theory of
laigses-faire (samoteks) regarding: the 1iberation of petty~-bourgeois elements
end their encoursgemsnt of capitalist production tendencies, openly and wnam-
biguously disclosed the intereats end expectations of the capitalist elemsnts;
and these very sems interests wers served by rightist theories regarding the
pesceful growth of capitaliem into gocielism and the harmony of class interests,
The counterrevolutionary Trotekyite-Zinovysvite bloc fostered disbelief in the
possibllity of comstructing a socislist soviety in our country, ineisted on the
incampatidbility of the class interests o the proletariat and the poasantry, and
maiptained the imposeibility of overcamimg the capitalist mode of develomment in
the country., All of these teachings in reality represented sapitulation to capi-
taliastic elemsnts,

In the struggle with the Trotskyites, the rightists, and other enemies .of
the people, the party defended and carried into practice the Leninist-Stalinist
Cooperative Plen,

The supreme organizing strergth of the party and of the Soviet egvarment in
soclalist construotion was demonstrated by Jjust thie, that the party and govern-
ment wers successful in turning the peasaniry from the path of capitalist to that
of socialist development., The socialist revolution in rural areas was character-
ized not by a natural growth of sociali~% forms, but by the establishment of
kolkhoses and sovkhozes and by repressi.a of petty-bourgedis elemenis with their
inherent capitalist teadencies. These measures united the peasanis on collective
farms and oreated communal, collective holding of the meane of production,

The singuiarity of this revclution lay in the fact that it was carried out
from &dove, tharough’ the initiative of govermental power, with direct support
fram below, thet ia, from the zmsies of the peasantry. This revolution was carried
through in the sharpest and most orusl of struggles vith $he kulake, the perishing
remnants of the capitalist claes., The last roots of the capitalist produstion
pattern vere ripped vp witk the collectivization of agriculture and the liquida-’
tion of the kulaks ac a clasa.

Lenin repeatedly spoke of the dual nutwre of the peasant, The peasant 1s a
petty landlioldcr; but at the very dame time is an indistrious vorker, and in the
latter faot 1i~y the foundation for a yapmischement of the intereste of the peas-
aniry aud of the proletariat and for the indlusion of the peasantry into the gen-
eral ocurse of socialist develomment through mass cooperation of the peasantry.

The 3apitalistic road of develoment of the country is the road to ruin and
impoverishment far the overwhelming majority of the peasants. The capitalistic
evolution of the peasantry in the West graphically testifies to this. The Indus-
trial Revolution in Fugland carried the emall indersndent peasant to almost com-
plete destruction; the masa sxjuision of thousands of peasant familier in tke
pericd of the famous Enclosmre Movement wae one ot the most tragic woments in the
initial growth eof capitalism. The position of the meall contemporary tenant-farmer
1s called “British Slavery" even by the English.
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In the US the comparatively greater freedom from feudal eurvivals did not
save the Americen farmer from deprivation of land.dénd frem ruin. - Even in 1930; -
according to US census dita, 60 percent of the US Pfarmers possesesd only 15.7
poercent of farm land; the majority of the farmers are tensnts or lease holders.

In Germeny (‘1933 cennus) , about a million peasants held less than 2 hectares
of land, vhile the majority (51.1 percent), amall and middle peasants holding up
to 5 hectares, possessed only 13.9 percent of all agricultural land., These peaa-
ants were only seemirgly infependent. They were mired in murtgages, &nd the in-
terest on their debts took an apprsciable part of their iacome,

Marx had already written, at the begimn?~: of the 1850'a, about the French
. peasantry, Their holdinge were unly pretexts for capitalist exploitation. The
peasants, therefore, in conflict with the bourgeoisie but unéble. o Gefend their
ovn interests, thus became the natural allies of the city proletariat.

The peasants of the USSR, however, had been schooled in three revolutions
against the Tear and bourgeois rule., They had entered into an alliance with the
proletariat and had received land and pesce from the proletarian revelution.

The: peasaniry, moreover, as Stalin has satd, valued political friendship and col-
laboration with ths proleteriet and could not but constitute favorable material
for economic collaboration. :

Maps cooperation of the peasaniry was the simplest and bost way, acceptable
to both the poasantry .ind the goverrment, for guaranteeing the subordination of
private to gemeral interests and for drawing the peasantry into the task of
socialist construction.

Initially, a cooperative market systeu prevailed, 1.,e., soclalized markets
buying agricultural products and socialized markets providing induetrial goods
for the peasanis, This system was acoeptable to the peasants because 1t permi’-
ted better market organization at leas expense, and to the govermment, because
it faocilitated control of market elements and was the beginning of collectivism
in the rural ecoromy.

The industrialization of the country 1aid the material basis for the transi-
tion from cooperative marketing to cooperstive production.. More intimate ties
vere established between the industrial aud agricultuvral segments of the econcmy.

Cooperatives, organized in the branches of agriculture, resulted from the
ties between the industrial and agricultural economies, "Flax-center,” a union
of flax-producing pezsants, was an example of new tles hetween the city e&nd coun-
try. IV supplied ths peasants with seed and tools, bought up the vhole harvest,
placed 1t on the market on a mase basis, and guarauteed the sharing of the peas-
ants in the profits. The cooperaiive thus oconnected the peesantry, through the
Agricultural Union, with state industry.

8tate industry rrassented the yrototype for contractual sgreements. ¢n a
aimilar rasin, agresments ars concluded between agricaltural cooperatives and
industry. In return for sét amounts of agricultural rav materials at previously
Tixed prices, indusiry issued oredit to the collictives and supplied machines,
fertilizer, eto.

The city organized and carried the rural areas along with it by spreading
nev socialist forms and relations, suppressing petty-bcurgeois psasant elements,
subordinating the rural economy to govermment control, and gradually bringing it
inte the general course of socialist conetruction.

The supreme culminating point 2a the develoment cf Soviet agrioulture, gen-
eral collectivization in the country, was prepared by #11 prior develoments in
the Soviet aystem. These develoments included (1) creaiion of a socialist in-
dustry, the key to the recomstruction of agriculture on a collective basis; (2)
the develomment of a cooperative peasant ecomumy, including the organization of

m5-
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MISs and sovkhozes; and-(3), by attacking capitslistic elements, destruction of :

resistance to general collectivization of agriculture. ' ‘

i Great historical credit for developing and applylng to real life the theory
' of sgricultural collectivization ie due to Stalin.

From the general Ieninist views on the necessity of establishing large-scale
sociallist agrioultural production, Stalir exhaustively developad the problem of
the higher stages of the Leninist cooperative plan, the kolkhoz form of mocislist
agriounlture.

Stalin found the primary pattern of kolkhuz construction for the contemporarsy
era in the agricultural artel, Mase organization or artels wes carried through in
the period of general collectivization; the artel replaced simple association in
the working of land, which had been the mow: primitive und diepersed form of kolkhoz
prevailing prior to general collectivizi...n.

The agriouliural artel is the basic form of the kolkhoz in the present period, :
gince it Justly combines and adapts the personal, vital interests of the kolkhoz P
memberg with thelir ccmmercial interestc and facilitates the efiucation of the ‘
prasant-kolkhor members in the spirit of Communiem.

The sconamic bagis of the artel is commnal, collective ownership., Howevsr,
in the artel, only the mare important means of production (work ani~mls, sgricul-
tural machines, implemente, etsc.) are soclaiized; the kolkhoz members retain pri-
vate, sesondary koldinge whioh y161d them profits for satiefying their additional
neede.,

Stalin has stresssd the inadmissibility of attempting ‘¢ force socializing
the masses, but rather ihe necessity of keeping in touch with them and carrying
them along.

The Stalinist regulations for artels provide the basis of a jJust union be-
tveen communal and private economy in the kolkhoz., Hovever, remnants of the petty-
owvnership pasychology still have nol been eliminated from among the kolkhor membera
and the pogeibility still exists of favoring private work over cammunal work. The
party end the govermment ropsatedly have directsd resolutions against serious
breaches of the artsl regulations, against the oxpauslon of private production,
through vhich the perecnal holdings might evolve into a private small-holder sys-
tem. Buch resolutions included the decrse of the Central Coamittee of the Cormmu-
nist Party and the Council of Peopie’s Camissars of the USSR of 27 May 1939 titled
"Measures for Prererving Commmnal Iand Tenure of the Kolkhozes from Misappropria-
tion" and the decree of the Council of Ministere of the USSR and the Central Com-

: mittee of 19 September 1946 emtitled "Measures Yor Eliminaticn of Violations of
ok the Model Regulatione for Agrisultural Artels,"

Ths victory of sorialism in agriculturs by no means signifies that the kolkhoz
movemsnt may now be left to dritt, that the further development of socialist rela-
tions 1s guaranteed by the very oxistence of kolkhozes. Stalin nus gtressed that
during ths transition period to collectiviem, Communists mmst not reduce, tut .
™ rather Leighten, their solicitude for agriculture. Drifiing is over o danger in .

the socielist develoment of agriculturse.

The kolkhoz is ome of the forms of socialist econdny, but it is cpe of the
cm less developed forms. The socialist cocperative union of yesterday was established
primarily o maintain controi over govermment-cwned land and means of production
and to insure their use under the direction fo a socialiat govermment.

Socialist reconstruction of agriculiure revealed possivilities for the wide :
employment of machines on the land. A mechanical revolution followed the gocial- ;-
18t revolution, The introduction of tractors and machines into agriculture, the
most backward sector of the national economy in which ‘the most archaic. working
methods were tepaciously adhered to, wvas a most revolutionary change in the wors-
ipg of yesterday's small holdings.
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gtalin hes peinied cui ihe aignificaure of ths MIS (Machipe. Tractor 3iaticr)
as a bapic means in =coialist rscenziruction of agriculture and as a gifv ¢
agricuiture and ths peasaztry from the sceisiist goverrment., In order to gtrengwheon
the ‘eccnuamic bass of influerce -F the socialis® government inm ihs country, the
government kept for itself ipe :wpership of the most important mears of productiun,
the land and the machire  trastcr parka.

During the Stalin Five-Yesr Flans, MISe, which are goverpmen® enisrprises .t
an {phsrently scsialist type and wuich control tracters, combines, and cther acm-
plex machines, wers est tabliahed in ail areas of general "ol;ectiVlLa'l‘n and took
care of almcs® all kolkhor operations.

In 1930, 158 MISs poassssed 7,100 tractors. Ta 19%C, 7,069 MISs contei Aled.
683,000 tractors, 197,000 ccmbines, and 2 greet number of vartcus kinds of no
automotive { tratier ) machines,

At the end of the Secund Five-Year Plan, the percenlage of kolkhos wark per-

+ ' formed. by power equimpment atiained the foliiowing proportions: 75 percent of suw-

mer ‘orop plowing, 50 pervent, of winter crop sowing; 65 percent of cotton plan®ing

. ‘and 95 percent of sugar best planting., Combires vere used in L2 parcent of aii

harveating and In 90 percent of aunflower sesd harvesting.

’l'he degree of mechanization of a'vkhozes is higher than on kclkhoies. The
state-enterprise sovkhozes are the mscianized production centers of grain, tecnn:.
oal crops, and other agricultural producia. On the eve of war, Soviet agritulture
had become the anst mechanized rural sconcmy in the world. Although there ware
fower tractors than in tlke US, the volume of tractcr worx in the USSR was apprsaci.
ably greater, thanks tc more ccmplote and better use of mechanical equipmett.

The MTSe aasisted in the crganizstional and ecoromic strengihening cf the k.l .
khezog; tha MTS pelitical sections d1d A great desl to crects kolkhozes, to
cleange ‘ns kcikhotes of kulak elexente;, and tc strengthen the communal auspeite
of the kolghozee, The MTSs sactessfully combined the crganizational isadsyship
of the state with the (ndepexience c¢f the peasant.-kolkhoz membsrs by re.educs*ing
yesteriay's individualists intu the apirit of ccilectiviam,

One of the serious proeblems ¢f koikhoz semstrustion is the cresticn cf soriai.
ist labor discipline. In a speech before the First Congress of Soviets of ‘b=
National Ecoaomy. held in 1918, lenin characterized the matter of lator diacipline
as & rost difficult problem. He stated that the city working class Zearned dlec.
plins 1In the school of cooperative labor in industry. But, he stated, crealing
socislist discipline in the kolkhor pessantiry, unaccustrmed 8s 1l is to ary snrt
of colleotive effcrt, 18 & more Aifficult prodlem.

Increasing the participstion of the kolkhoz members in ccilective lsbir ara
improving labdor discipline were pcssible only om the basis of ths kolkho: member ‘s
personal material interest in the rssults of his labcr in the comruna® eatadblian
ment, Even befors the war, the party and gos rrment %ook measures to prooriis
additional pay for exrseling crop and livestcck-raising plams in ordsr ' balgh' e~
the peracnal interest of the peasant in iIncreased agrisaltural productivity. The
abolition of irresponsidiliiy, the organization of permanent work brigadea, snd
the wident utilizaticn of pilecework payment all permit each kolkhor member <leariy
to see and feel the rasulis ¢f his personal sffurt and v establiash a scnnec’ivn
betwsen his rarsonal perticipation in communal production and his perainal share
in the comsunal recelipie.

The problems of the strugegle with oid survivais, the creaxicn of cond:itions
under which an filer is not able tc hide behind hard.wvorking kolkho: members,
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the premotion of la'bor discipline were all resolved in practice during ue Stalin
Five-Year Plans. , . . e . . . . :

In his rr/pcrt on the results of the Firet Five-Year Flan in 1933, Stalin de -
eribed the kolkhozes as gt1)l being weak economic organisms, experiencing approxi-
mately the same growing paine as our plante and factorles in 1920-1921. However,
in the less than 10-year period following, the kolkhoz asystem grew to such a de-
gree that 1t had clearly demonsirated 1ts tremendous advantages not only over a
petty-marketing system but aleo over a capitalistic econaomy.

In 1940, 38,300,000 tons of grain (17,000,000 tons more than in 1913} and
2,700,000 'cons of rav cotton (3% times mors tha.n in 1913) were produced in the

By 1938, the USSR had moved into first place in world wheat production, for
in 1937 she produced 31.1 percent of the world's wheat, 97 percent as much as the
US, ten times mcre than Caneda, and nine times more than Argentina. In rye, )
barley, and cats production, the USSR also ranked in first place.

The grain supply problem had not yet besn solved in cur country prior to
all-round collectivization, The cities oxperienced grain shortages. The cotton
industry was not being supplied with dcmestic cotton. Thess problems.wers com-
pletely. rouelvod by .genexal ocollectivizaetion. Supplies were apsured to the popu«
lstion, rav materials to industry. Besides, appreciable state reserves of grain,
sgricultural rav materialp, and other agrioultural producte were created,

) On the basis of wido utilization of machinery, socialisy agriculture wag
able to atfdin a better mastery of the soil. During the First Five.Year Plan
alone more thar 21 million hectares were added to land under cultivation. This
inorease $h itself exceeds 21l tilled land in Germany ani almost equals that of
France.

There has been an especially large increasc in land used for technical crops.
In 1930, land devoted to technival crors was 159 percent of that in 1913; land
under vegstable, melon, and potato cultivation was 162 percent greater than in
1913; and land used for fcdder crops was 9 times greater than in 1913,

Sooialist agriculture penetrated into nev regions, the Frr FHorth and the Fer
East. Wide, barrer consuming areas vere transfcrmed into producing aroas, vheat
oultivation vas undertaken further to the north than in the pest.

Formerly unueible land--marshes aad deserts--wvas made into tillable fields.
More than 2 million hectares of marshes in Karelia, Leningrad Oblast, Bslorussia,
the northern laucasue, and the Transcaucasus were drained for cultivation. In
Central Asia, the Transcaucasue, and Xazakh SSR more then 420,000 kilometers of
irrigation canals were built and more than 3 million hectares of desert were put
under cultivation.

Yielde increasad in vroportion to the increase in erea sown, In 1509-1913
grain yleld amowted to 7.4 centners per hectare, during the period 1933-1937 to
9.1 centners per hectare, an? *n 1938 to 9.7 centners pe. nectare.

Iivestock multiplled rapidly on the kolkhozes. By 1940, the number of live-
stook farws had increased 78 percent over i937. At the beginning of 1941 there
were 261 livestosk farme on 100 kolkhozes, consisting of 99 long-horned cattle
farms, 91 sueep farms, and 71 hog farms,

In 1950, gross agricultural output vas almost iwico &5 great es in 1912,

Thas, socialist refora of agriculture hae fundamertally changed the position
of agriculture in relation to industry, of the country to the city. I% has created
the conditions for full elimination of the antagonismz and disperities between the
city and coun*ry, large-scale production in the rural areas nov corresponds to
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electrification, chem2calizsticr, ard iro ation of prrdustion are “harac-
teristic not cniy of indusiry, but durresslunoly of agricullure. Agricultursl
work 18 being transfermed intc a facsimils of industrial work,

The ratic of mechanisal power to all motive. power ussd Iin agriculiture hai
attained 70 perceat by 1938. By the end of tne Sacond Five.Year Plar, power
outpnt of agricultural ejec<ric powsr gtations was 115 <imea greater tnhar the
pre-Revcluticnary ievsi. :

Rural electrificaticn expanded sreaily in tha peoatwar perlod. In 1943
alone, 60N small raral hydreelectric power plants and 900 atwam eleci: i
plants using local fusl supplies were placed into operaticn. AZiouliy
gunera were tied lnto aets ¢f the state powsr system o the cttent ! 3
kilowatts of gensrating capacity, Total powsr Consuwpricn by s
sumers at the end of the new Five Year Fian will increase to 3.5 bijiliz:
hours.

The revolucion in agricultural techniques carrfed wilh {t a cultural re.c.
Iution. New Industrial professicns have grown up in the cuuniry, dnclading su-h
profeselons as mechanics, *ractor operation, harvesting ani ‘threshing unlt npeca.
tion; etz. Iabor qualifications are being railsea sharply. Tuese In “ure damard
2 much higher cultural 2ni gererai literate level among ine peaszar'ry.

After 30 years of Scviet rule, iiliisracy has basx practi=ally -ifaingls
General obligatory edvcation of children has beer brought about bitn In tne
city and country. The mumber of ¢hildren atiendtlng primary, 7-ywsr, 208 nidal=
schoole in villagen exceeded 22 milliun In 1938-1935, T 1539, rural iilariss
numbered. 61,700 and bouks 19,2 militor,

The aocialist revoluticon liberated the peasant wouman ana gave her pollitinuy
and econcmic equality. Tha {unetitution of kolikhezaz brought el noais Lrdepanzisa.
to the peasant wousn, and she besams an equal pactisipart i ollestive labor, o
1937, 20 ez percent of all workdays on the kolkhotes were perfurmsl by wunse. D
ing Worla War il *his rer:entage rose muzh higher, because during tha war w.uen
carried the great burdern u? all imporiant work <n the kcikhvies,

Werld War IT interrupted psaceful kolkho: construction, Bu' v srits 1F uhe
difficulties of war and enemy (ccupation of imporant agricallurai regi L8t
18t agriculture succseasfully c¢.atiucued to provision the pupulaiicn and
and to supply raw matserials to sndustry. Thia achievement Ge-:nst:aled ‘he ai:iar
tages of large-scale accialis® preduc’ion in agricultare and the s'reagia aus vi.
vality of the kolkhcz system.

After the war, tns perty and the guverrment initrcduced a nuwrher of izportac:
meaagures for the reatoration of mgriculhbure. Conatderadble analailarce 10 the way
of tresstoras, agricultural machines, automatic machines, a1l Lrafr sed bre
livestock wvas given to kclkhozes in *he liberated regiona. Tas MI3 nz* wis
estabdblicaed, Comunal and kolkhoz guructures are ati1ll being rebuilt. Alr=aly
in 1946, the sown area in libaratad -egicus atlained three-quarters of -he prews:
lsvel, and mors ‘haa half the 1iveslock on the kolkiic:ies and of “he acuslol aew
bers had bsen replaced.

The February 1947 Plenum of the Central Commitiee of the Commiunis: Psriy s3°
forth as the mos® urgent task the guaranies of such advance In agriculturs &3 wou 3
rerxit, in the shkorteat time, “he crealina cf an abundance of provieisns for wva
population, of supplies for ligh* industry, and of state reserves cf prcviviina
and raw materials,

The program for improvemant «f agriculture camtenmpiates ‘nat gralrn
at the end of the Five-Tear Tian should markedly sarpass the prewar lsvel,
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production of technical crops such as cotton, long-fibered flax, and sugar bveeto

be re-established and incressed by that time, that the prewar number of long~horned
cattle, sheep, and goats be surpassed by the end of 1948, and that the mumber of
swine excesd the prewar level by the end of 1940,

Strengthening of socialist agriculture is proceeding cn the basis of further
organizational and administrative strengthening of “he kolkhozes.: - THe -stconctic
Pusie for his organdzational anl sdminietradive gtrepgtBenting of the kolkhozes 1s
FTarthie-:devnioment; of. the. prinoiyde- ofl comaainl ansidliet ownerskip, To greatly
axpand) kkeonumberr 68 ¥olkhoxes: durisg the Five Yosr Plag willidemand,a large amount
oF NoajadLeblacnudulatiznioiBiatac Anvantaents alous 1n agrictitare will sttain. 1.9
R&Mimrnth?, M% vhich 8.8 b11lion rubles will be devotsd o re-establisiment and

avsloprent o 8,

Capital investments of the kolkhozes themselves in the communal economy will
amount to 38 billion rubles for the five-yeer period. In order to grasp the nag-
nitude of this kolkhoz capitsl mcoumulation, it will suffice to i:emember that ihe
value of all basic means of production held by kolkhozes at the end of the second
Pive~-Yoar Plan was 17.1 billion rublss. The high rate of kolkhoz accumulation
testifies to the significant quantity of production surplus and to the growth of
communal labor productivity on the kolkhozes. Sccialist agriculture is develop-
ing upon the principle of expanded production aince, like irdustry, it saves from
year to year. The growbth of kolkhoz accumulsiions mesns algé the grovth of oom-
mupal, socialist owership, which 1s the economic base for communal managemsnt of
kolkhozes and for raising the material and ouitural level of the rursl communitiss.

Organizational and administrative strengthening of the kolkhozes should lesd
to improvemsnt of labor discipline among the kolkhoz members and .to heightening
their personal materisl interest in raising the mroductivity of communal, collee-
tive labor.

Personal material invoivement is the most important factor in raising labor
productivity., In order ic do this, it is necessary first of all to strengthen
the workday, the basic measure of participation by kolkhoz mammbers in commnal
labar. The strengthening of the workday assumes an increase of its rating; the
vorkiay 8Wwhld © becime - ruily weighwedi dn’' its natural and monetary expres-
sion, The eaving of ..rkdays is one of the ways of increasing the worlkdiy rating.

The vorkday is the measure not only of quaniity but of quality of labor by
the kolkhoz membera. A new system of planning workdays in individual branches of
agriculture and strict control o tle expenditure of workdays in acco.dance with
the plan for brigudes vwill assist in heightening the significance of the vorkday,
raising ite valve, and in transforming i% into cne of the important economic con.-
trols of the distridution of labor resources among the branches of work.

The MTSs, vhish ocoupy an impertant posi.ion for the arganiza%ional and ad-
ministrative strengthening of the kolkhores, are being better equipped technically
and provided with advanced operating methods. In the ocurrent Five-Year Plan ag-
riculture is receiviug 325,000 tractors ami agricultural machines valued at ﬂ,5oo
million rudbles (1926-1927 valuation rates). Grain goving will be 70 percent mech-
anized in 1950 compared with 59 percent in 191&0; plowving will be 90 percent mech-
anized in 1950 crmpared with 71-82 percent in 1940,

The role of the MTS as & basic fixture of the soclalist state is veing in-
vigorated. The February Plemm of the Central Committes of the Communist Party
proposed closs adherence to the contracts which define the reciprocal ohiigations
existing betweern an MIS &nd the kolkhozes which it mervices, In addition, con-
trols are being strengthened by msans of accounts kept by kolkhozes regarding MIS
services received. Paymente in kind were introduced to rouse the interest of the
MIS In the barvest and thus to improve the quality of tractor work. Rates of Pay
then will depend on the amount of work performed ard also on productivivy of the
fields serviced. )
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The system of payment of & guarantesd minimm and mdditional pay for exosed«
ing the plan mluo hms as itg ainm 4n ‘increase of responsitility and versonal material
1n?;eres\t,9f the tractor ope:ators in the quality of tractor work with a conseguent
increassd productivity on the kolkhozes' gervices,

. ‘The February Plerum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party paid ciose
attention to the problem of d1stributing profits on the kolkhozes. In 1946, the
USSR ‘experienced a severe drought, which struck an’. extensive area, In 1947, with

. -more-faverable weather and better labor organization, the harvest exceedsd that of
1946 by 58 percent. Under such corditions a jJuet distribution of profite at the
end -of the agriculturel year gains even more importance,

Mntfibution of profits on the kolkhozes should te carrisd out on the basis
of . vork parfarmed by the drigades, so that kolkhoz members who have worked mors
-may yeceive higher pay apd those who have worked less, lower pay.

.- Abolition of wage loveling in the distribution of profits and strengthening
of the workdsy will raiss the personal material intersst of the peasants, which 1~ .
- the decisive soonamic stimmlent for ihe advance of agriculture in the contémporary
period, - : '
..The USHR Yiag nov. entersd a nev historioal period, the transition period from
“ancialism te Commniam, A gradusl peychologioal changs e faking place in the
peasaniry, a ohangs which ig iransforming the peasant inte a diligent buzlder of
- Commmist:society. :
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